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On Jan. 11, the Cuban government expelled Michal Cermak, correspondent for Radio Prague,
from Cuba, ordering him to take the first plane out. Cermak was accused of covering the political
situation in Cuba in a "totally distorted and provocative" way. According to AFP, the incident
marked the first time a socialist bloc country has expelled a Czechoslovak journalist since the prodemocracy movement sweeping Eastern Europe took hold in Czechoslovakia. Political analysts
here said the expulsion probably heralds a cooling of relations between Czechoslovakia and Cuba,
whose leader Fidel Castro has staunchly opposed the changes in Europe. Cermak has been based in
Havana, with his wife and 15-year-old son, since December 1987. He covers Latin America. On Jan.
12, the Communist Party newspaper, Granma, reported that Cermak was expelled for transmitting
a program portraying Cuba as on the brink of a crisis similar to those experienced by many socialist
nations of Eastern Europe. According to Granma, the report presented a distortion of reality in
Cuba, similar to transmissions by Radio Marti. The report of the journalist's expulsion appeared on
Granma's interior pages, under the title, "La transformacion de un corresponsal." The newspaper
did not mention when Cermak must leave the country. (Basic data from AFP, 01/11/90; Notimex,
01/12/90)
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